
 
 

 
Shepherd Gate’s 

 Summer Round Up 
Caroline Keener 

 
Last year, Shepherd Gate hosted “Family Fun Day at 

Algonkian Park.  This year, the newly formed Creative 

Team has been busily preparing for Shepherd Gate’s 

Summer Roundup!  

 

The Roundup is a family-friendly and free event taking 

place August 2, beginning at 4pm, here at Shepherd Gate 

Church.  There will be hamburgers, hotdogs, watermelon 

and chips provided (as well as some gluten free options). 

Church members will be bringing yummy desserts to 

share.   

 

Our featured entertainment is MELODIME who will be 

playing some wonderful live music. In addition there will 

be a plethora of free activities including hay rides, face 

painting, moon bounce and relay races/field games.  

 

Rock Solid Youth will be sponsoring a dunk tank which 

only costs one dollar per every three throws with 

proceeds going toward a church bus. The Church will be 

collecting diapers (size 4 and 5), wipes, toiletries and 

backpacks for Western Fairfax Christian Ministries 

 

This promises to be a fun and exciting evening, and we 

encourage you to invite your family, friends, and 

neighbors to attend! 
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VBS is just around the corner! 
Carly Nusbaum 

 
 

Our children’s ministry staff is gearing up for this year’s 
“Treasure Island” themed Vacation Bible School! 
Through Bible study, crafts, drama, music, games, and 
our awesome puppet theater, our kids will Discover 
God’s Love with 1 Corinthians 13 as the scripture focus.   
 
VBS will take place here at Shepherd Gate Church, July 
28 – August 1 from 9am – 12pm.  All children ages 4 – 
rising 3rd graders are welcome to attend!  With over 35 
children already registered, this promises to be a great 
time of love, learning, and fellowship.  Please visit our 
website at www.shepherdgate.org to download the 
registration form.   We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
 
 

 
 

Women of Grace Women’s Ministry 
to have Elizabeth Schenkel speak at 

annual Ladies Breakfast 
Scotti Duis 

 
 

The Women’s Ministry is kicking off the fall with their 
annual autumn breakfast event on Saturday, September 
13, from 9-11:30am at the church.  This year’s guest 
speaker is Elizabeth Schenkel, a former pastor’s wife 
and missionary to Central Asia, who very nearly lost her 
life in service to the Lord.  Despite this, Elizabeth and 
her husband returned to the very field of service where 
the attack occurred, experiencing even greater 
fruitfulness among the people they served.  Come hear 
this remarkable witness of obedience to God and His 
redeeming love! 

  

http://www.shepherdgate.org/
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Kids Camp Photos 

 

 

Kid’s Camp 2014 
Sandi Woodford 

 
Kid’s Camp 2014 returned once again to Virginia’s Northern Neck and 

the Hallelujah Inn near Reedville, VA: 

 

 
 

There are always wonderful experiences to be had at camp . . . games, 

crafts, swimming, hiking, hula dancing, kayaking, archery and star-

gazing to mention only a few.  But our greatest desire is to weave the 

Word of God in a new and personal way into the hearts of our children.  

 

Our Biblical theme this year centered on Jesus as Our Advocate (such a 

big word!) in 1 John 2:1 which is more simply spoken in Romans 8:31 

“…Jesus sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand pleading for 

us.” God provided a simple, white, archaic dial-up phone as the main 

prop to bring home His message. We are to open and keep open a direct 

line to the Son who is always on the other end ‘at the ready’ to go 

before the Father on our behalf. Carmen Fielding’s sense was that 

though she served up physical food to the children, they were so hungry 

and ready for the spiritual food as well. 

 

We, the staff, thank you for entrusting your children to us! With 

gratitude we thank those who lifted up the camp daily in prayers. Truly, 

let it be known that God held us all in the palm of His hand. 

 

  

               

Camper Ethan Chitturi (far left) says, “I had fun doing zip lining, tire 

swinging, jumping off a boat in the Chesapeake Bay and the Bible Studies 

with everyone.  It was ALL fun!” 
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We’re Keener Than You! 
Andrew Keener 

 

What an amazing year for the Keener family! The blessings have come 

showering down and all that Caroline and I can say is God is good!  

 

We began looking for a home in September with the news that we were 

expecting a new addition to our family. Throughout the process we 

prayed for a home that we could use for ministry and for expanding our 

family. On the night we placed on offer on our new home we prayed in 

our car in front of the house and asked the Lord to honor our request. We 

received a call as soon as we made it back to our old place! We moved 

into our new home in November and the next five months were a blur as 

our anticipation for the arrival of Oliver grew.  

 

We do not know how many children God will chose to bless us with in 

the end, but we have been blown away by our special little man. The sun 

was created on the 4th day of creation; our son must have heard and came 

with the number four in mind. Oliver Andrew Keener was born on April 

8th, 2014 at 4:40 am after four pushes and four hours after Caroline and I 

sang happy birthday to him in an attempt to coax him out.  From the 

moment Oliver has entered our lives we have not been the same.  

 

I have new appreciation for the love that God has for us. I find it hard to 

believe that God would love us so much to give us the gift of raising a 

family. This has been a wonderful year for us and I look forward to the 

amazing things God has in store for the Keener’s in the year to come! 

Blessings to you all! 
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Little Oliver is all smiles! 

Youth Minister Andrew Keener, Performance Arts director 

Caroline Keener, and their son Oliver 

    The Ministry Minute 
                         Andrew Keener 
 

I love working with a wide variety of ages and these past 
couple of months have given me some wonderful 
opportunities.  Reconciled, our young adult’s ministry 
spent an entire week in the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina. This has been a great time of fellowship each 
year and this past year was no different. God has called 
the church together in fellowship so that we may spur 
one another on towards righteousness. My favorite time 
during the week was spent in worship with the group! I 
look forward to this week each year and have even found 
our house for next year so make sure you keep Memorial 
Day weekend in your prayers as God expands our 
ministry.  
 
Rock Solid Youth group has a wonderful core group 
forming within it. I recently shared at youth group about 
the process of maturing in Christ. I made the point that 
maturity in Christ is a process but it is also not relegated 
to those who are older. Jesus called twelve young men to 
follow Him and they changed the world. God can do the 
same through Rock Solid Youth.  
 
That is the joy of youth ministry. To see God call each of 
these students towards the life He has for each of them 
and to be a part of that process is amazing. Summer is 
always a crazy time but it is also a wonderful time of 
forging new relationships with incoming students and this 
summer has been no different. The highlight of our 
summer is always Messiah Teen Camp. This year offers 
a special opportunity for me to share at camp. The theme 
of this year’s camp is “What’s Your Story?” Our stories 
are unique to us and God can use each story to bring the 
lost to the light of God. I pray that each of us will leave 
camp with the understanding of God’s great plan for each 
of us.  
 

“Maturity in Christ is a process, 

but it is also not relegated to 

those who are older.” 



 

 

 

 

Shepherd Gate Church was founded in 1986 by the Elders of Christian Assembly Center, who had a vision for a church to 

be planted in the rapidly growing western suburbs of Washington, DC.  Pastor Dan Duis serves as Senior Pastor, with 

support from Tom Nusbaum as Administrative Pastor, Gary Woodford as Minister of Pastoral Care, and Andrew Keener 

as Youth Pastor. 

 

As a congregation of believers in Jesus Christ, Shepherd Gate Church is committed to the Great Commandment (Mark 

12:30-31) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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A Note from Our Pastor 

 

Wonderful things continue to occur at Shepherd Gate 

and we rejoice seeing the Lord's hand guiding and 

supplying for this ministry.  We have recently added 

Caroline Keener to the Shepherd Gate staff as she 

will be directing a performing arts ministry and to 

include some health and fitness for the church.  

Caroline is uniquely gifted with a degree in musical 

theater and having expanded her expertise to include 

dance and exercise classes.  This not only provides 

for a healthier church but serves to bring folks 

together in fellowship at the same time.   

 

We see this as an expansive outreach to the community 

around us and we are very excited to see how God will use 

this new resource for His Kingdom. 

 

It is with great enthusiasm that we will be having David 

Sanborn come on board with us at Shepherd Gate for this 

fall and early winter.  David will be serving the church as a 

resource pastor involved in the inner workings of the 

church and helping out in many areas.  He brings a huge 

heart for the Lord as well as having been raised in missions 

and trained in the dramatic arts.  David is well acquainted 

with audiences both throughout the United States as well as 

much of the world.  He is a gifted actor, teacher, preacher, 

and worship leader.  David has the ability to reach across 

ages and cultures and has won the respect of pastors and 

church leaders around the world.  With this said, we are 

looking forward to all that the Lord will be doing with us at 

Shepherd Gate this fall and expecting great things for His 

Kingdom.                                                          

Blessings,          
                                     Dan Duis    

 

 


